A brief history of The Anglican Church in Poland

1.  (Summary of a thesis on Church Missions in Poland by Tomasz Wisniewski; 
1987 ad.: 15-370 Białystok, ul. Bema 95/99 (tel.+B  212 46)  tomy@ld.euro-net.pl
translated from the Polish by John a’Beckett)
“The term "Anglican Church” in Poland came into being around the year 1900. In the 19th Century the Russian Tsars permitted missionary work among the Jewish people in the Polish Congress Kingdom by converted Jews of German and later Polish origin. The Crimean War meant that British citizens had to leave, but a missionary, a Russian citizen, came from Berlin. As the century progressed an initial openness on the part of the Jews turned to hostility at attempts to convert them. The Anglican missionaries however baptised more Jews than the Polish Lutheran or Reformed Churches.

The Tsarist, and after 1918, the Polish authorities tried to subsume the Anglicans under the Lutheran wing. In practice the Anglicans found more in common with the Reformed Church. The Anglican Church never achieved a "recognised" status, only of being "tolerated". In 1932, for instance, the Director of the Ministry of Denominations and Public Education said of the Anglican missionaries: "they don't want their flock to be treated as sectarians but we can't put them on a par with other denominations as they have so few adherents".

The main inter-war pastor was Herman Zimmerman/Carpenter, a converted Russian Jew, assisted by Dr O. Prentki. On the 7th of November 1927 the Bishop of Fulham, Stanton Batty, consecrated Emmanuel Chapel on Sewerynów St. The building also served as an institute for lectures for the work of the London Society for the promotion of Christianity Among Jews. Mr A. Enholz, Director of the Bible Society, was Church Treasurer.

Emmanuel Chapel was hit by enemy fire in September 1939 and destroyed by The Office for the Reconstruction of the Capital in 1946.

"The Anglican Church in Warsaw"*1
"Zbór Anglikański w Warszawie".  Tomasz Wiśniewski. 

"Jedność". ("Unity") Miesięcznik Religijno-Społeczny  8/87 XXXI  XLVI

trans. John a'Beckett. June 2004
The Anglican Church was established in 1534 after the announcement of the Independence of the English Church from the Pope and the taking over of his supremacy by King Henry VIII. The reformed Church of England, like others,  was others established in the 16th century. The protestant churches started not long after activity in the spreading of the Gospel among the Jews. As D. Woodward had already written, in the 18th Century*2 the great protestant currents in England manifested much activity in missionary work. In 1692 the work of the late Rev Thomas Barton was published: "Tolerance toward the Jews in The Christian Sates" in which the author endeavoured to prove that only mild means of persuasion could bring the expected results in the conversion of the Jews. This attitude would come to characterise the wider beginnings of the Protestant missions*3. The thesis of unifying and not converting the strength of the Jews (as it was in Russia in the 15th and 16th Centuries) was the regular procedure. In a short article about its character, the contributors wished to assemble into the activity of the Anglican Church in the Kingdom of Poland, later to become the Polish State, and then Anglican collaborators with the Protestant community in Poland but remaining in special contact with the Evangelical-Reformed Church in Warsaw.

PERIOD I.  1821-1854

The first organised out-post mission to set about promoting Christianity among Jews in the Polish Kingdom was within the framework of the principle (founded) in 1809 of The London Society for Promoting Christianity Among The Jews. The founders of the Society were Lewis Way, prosletite Prof. Simeon, Dr Marsh, prozletite J.F. Fry, Legh Richmond, P. Nietschke, G. Nietz, Ramflter. The initiative of the wealthy Lewis Way was taken in 1817 at a meeting in Moscow of the Society with Czar Alexander 1st. Under the influence of Way, the Czar spent two ("ukazy") laws confirming the baptism of Jews, special custody and material aid. This would have drawn Jews to the Anglican outpost missions.

From among the first missionaries to arrive in Warsaw to exchange became Lewis Way himself and A. Salomon. The Anglican mission station began its effective activity around 1821. In this year also saw the translation of the New Testament into Yiddish by A. Salomon. The Anglicans in a short time started an affiliate mission in Piotr Trybunalski (Wendt, Hoff, Reinhart, Wermelski, Lawrence, Deutsch, Baschitzak), Radom (Benni), Lublin and Poznan (Heffer, Handes) Czenstachowa and Kielce. Anglican missions also operated briefly in Kalisz, Zgierz and Suwałki. From 1826 in the strong decree of Tsar Nicolas, the first Anglican mission in Warsaw obtained permission for legal activity in the Polish Kingdom under the supervision of the Evangelical-Augsburg Consistory.

Nearly the whole of the country embraced the activity of the Anglican Missionaries. The main centre was obviously Warsaw. The most active Anglicans arrived here: McCaul, Becker, O'Neill. Here also in 1828 two schools for future missionaries were opened. The director was Father Smith. He received shares and printed and distributed propaganda. After 1852 the disseminating of 1500 copies of the New Testament (in Hebrew, Yiddish, Polish, and English) as well as 10,000 religious brochures. The work of Anglicans checked- if only temporarily- the November Uprising. After 1831 the Anglican Mission established strong ties with the Augsburg and Reformed Churches. Much merit was given to it at that time by the superintendent of The Reformed Church, pastor Joseph Spleszyński.

In 1854 Nicolas the 1st declared war on Turkey in which the whole of West Europe was involved including the English. Diplomatic relations between Russia and the British Empire became strained and weighed upon the relation of the Care to English new-arrivals spreading the Gospel. Under Tsarist rule Anglicans left the Polish Kingdom and their property was confiscated. The effect of their work was reflected in the more than 300 baptisms of Jews.

PERIOD II. 1875-1914

Only 20 years later in 1875 Anglican missionaries appeared again on Polish soil. The basis of their activity was founded ion the 29th November 1875. The most active work at that time depended on: J.C. Hartmen, H. Hartmen junior, A.F. Iffland and later Rappaport, Father J.E. Ellis, H.C. Carpenter and J.E. Landman and many others. Next to statistical evidence of the out-post mission in Warsaw (the remainder were wiped out although working as well as except in Warsaw) during 1874-1898 345 Jewish baptisms*4. By comparison in the Polish Kingdom the Augsburg-Evangelist baptised 213 Jews, the Evangelical-Reformists 306. Once more the activity of the Anglican mission stations in Warsaw lost some of its prominent importance. The Jewish population from the beginning treated missionary work with hostility which was sarcastically called "Anglicanism of the travelling salesman, hunters of Jewish souls and fish in murky waters" *5
PERIOD III. 1918-1939

The importance of the Anglican missions grew excessively after the end of the First World War. When in the liberation of Warsaw diplomatic representations were consolidated with England the Anglican mission "autonomously" transformed itself into the Anglican Church (at least so its documents indicate in what after all it's power "closed its eye"). The administration of Re-born Poland wanted to cultivate the best diplomatic relations with England and so strove to promptly and legally put the status of the Anglicans in Warsaw in order. It was legalised in 1920 and in 1930 but it not secure however Anglicans the full rights of a denomination; they were in truth tolerated but not recognised. The Polish Government and concretely the Ministry for Religious Denominations and Public Enlightenment (MWRiOP) couldn't recognised the modest numbers in of such a religious union. The Augsburg Confession mission, similar to many other missions among the Jews active in the territory of the Polish Republic used a title analogous to that of a registered sect in the Principle of Tolerance of 17th October 1906.

While it's true according to "reskrypt" MWRiOP of the 28th of March 1920 the Anglican Church could work throughout the Polish Republic, yet missionary work except in Warsaw was sporadic. Anglicans operated for a certain time in Kielce, Kraków, Stanislaw in Lwów and for several years in the free City of Danzig.
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The Anglican Mission was not delighted with its legal status. Around 1925 one of its leaders, Rev. H.C. Carpenter made strenuous efforts to treat the Anglican Church as analogous to a legally recognised denomination. Dispute was mainly over the possibilities of independence conducted in the register over marital status- to the idea of the earlier settlement- and was conducted by a magistrate and local office and in Warsaw by the X Commissariat of the State Police. One way around the difficulty was to register the Mission with a legally-recognised powerful partner-denomination. Such a "Denominational Union" of a mostly informal character had occurred often enough in the inter-War period. A similar endeavour- and one of crowning success- started with The Barbican Mission in Bialystok*7.

This situation was similar to both these missions. Both grew from Anglican ground-work and they both worked in tandem with The Reformed Evangelical Church: the Anglicans with the Warsaw United and the Barbican also with the Vilnius United Church. Reciprocal relations between them however were unfriendly as when they both claimed pretension to presiding over the conversion of the Jews to Anglicanism. Despite this their representatives made certain brief agreements. In 1930 by Rev. H.C. Carpenter and J.E. Landsman of the Anglican mission and Rev. P. Gorodiszcz and Rev. Hajans of the Barbicans put their signature to a statute establishing the new "Jewish-Christian Society of Poland". The Society finally collapsed around 1934.

Thus at the beginning of the 1930's the Anglican mission of Warsaw was dependant on its relationship with the Evangelical-Reformed Church of Warsaw. As the director of the MWRiOP wrote "such a union had not a doctrinal but clearly constitutional-administrative effect.." The Reformed Church represented the Anglicans in state matters. Representatives of the Anglican Church had to come within the composition of the Reformed Church and take part in the synod. Although the authorities were interested in this marriage (in order at least to shed themselves of problems at the diplomatic level) matters of unity were never really concluded. The aim of the union as Jacob Sawicki has justly put it*8 was not to recognise religious positions and the privileges of a legally-recognised religious union on a track other than that of Article 16 provided by the March Constitution.

The proximity of the Anglicans to the Reformed-Evangelical Church in the crisis of the 20's and 30's gave various of them the  initial possibility of publishing in the press organ of The Reformed Church "Jedność" ("Unity"), Revd. Victor Buksbazen (Anglican)*9 published an article  in the ("Lamack") journal "Unity " 1933 nr.11 in which he exposed the growing ant-Semitism in the Third Reich. The Anglicans had at their disposal what was their own truth of the period but it had a religious-propaganda slant and was printed in England and for the most part in Hebrew and Yiddish.

In the years 1923-34 the Anglican Mission apart from H.C.Carpenter was run by Revs. J.E. Landsman, O.H. Prentki, M. Parsons, B. Jocz and others took up the extensive space on ul. Sewerynów 3 and 5. The most important event in Anglican work in the inter-war period was the consecration in 1927 of the Chapel called Emmanuel on Sewerynów 3. The ceremony met with a wide response in the Evangelical press in Poland and overseas. In a short time by scared vocation a training institute for missionaries which was directed by Revd.J.E. Landsman (till around 1930).

The Anglican Church conducted many activities with a view to uniting the faithful from among the Catholics and Christians of other denominations, confining its mission solely to the Jews similar to the work of other Anglican mission about which there is not enough space for us here to discuss. All of the proper missionaries were recruited from converted Jews who in England had received practical training and preparation for this work.
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PERIOD IV. 1939-1945

In the mind of Hitler's Nuremburg Laws Jews were regarded as variously Judeo-Christian and Jews-of-no-denomination. The Aryans were according to them only such people whose ancestors did not depend on the Jewish community. Converted Jews were not distinguished from their brothers of the Jewish faith and were lumped together by the Germans into the ghetto. A chronicler of the Warsaw Ghetto, reluctantly recalls "the Christian missions"*10 who had at that time exploited the Jewish situation by holding mass baptisms. The majority of the Anglican missionaries were murdered. Of their fate is told about in the monthly "Immanuel's Witness" (several numbers in the office of Tomasz Wisniewski) published in England.

After the War a few Anglicans left Poland. An Anglican mission similar to the Barbican Mission exists to this day.
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Historical advisors:  Kelvin Crombie. 
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And thanks to:   Mrs Jane Moore/- Librarian, Lambeth Palace Library

PS. As research toward the history of the Church of England in Poland is still surfacing, the Editor invites readers to make comment and contribution. Please contact John a’Beckett. johnabec@o2.pl
